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¢. {Somewhere over the

rainbow )
Somewhere over the rainbow ,

way up high. And the dreams
that you dream of, Once in a
lullaby. oh, Somewhere over
the rainbow, Bluebirds fly.
And the dreams that you
dream of, Dreams really do
come true-ooh-ooh. Someday



I'll wish upon a star, Wake up
where the clouds are far
behind me. Where trouble
melts like lemon drops, high
above the chimney tops that's
where, You'll find me, oh.
Somewhere over the rainbow,
Bluebirds fly. And the dream
that you dare to, Oh why, oh
why can't I? Someday I'll
wish upon a star, Wake up
where the clouds are far
behind me, Where trouble
melts like lemon drops. High
above the chimney top that's
where you'll find me, Oh,
somewhere over the rainbow
way up high. And the dream
that you dare to, why, oh why
can't [?
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Democracy should be cherished
James Y. Hsu SFIE &R

My recent trip to Taiwan to vote in the presidential and legislative elections was a simple
civil duty. Yet, it was still an eye-opening experience for a long-time US resident, given the
similarity in political divisions of the two-party system in both countries. As the
Washington Post said: “This isn’t just an election year. It’s the year of elections.”

Taiwan’s election was to choose between pro-democracy and pro-China. To a good extent,
the US election in November would also be the decision time for defending democracy.
The strength of a democratic society lies in the quality of its people, who have the ability
to judge right from wrong, good from evil, truth from fiction, excellent from mediocre.

While false reports must be corrected and those who spread rumors must be punished, it
is an insult to people’s intelligence if the government restricts information. Purging the
media is an extreme and dangerous act. Only a dictatorial government would seek to
control the media so as to brainwash citizens. When people lose their ability to judge,
society would forever lose its democracy and freedom.

The media is the eyes of the public, and freedom of speech must be protected.
Furthermore, facts speak louder than words, truth becomes clearer with more arguments,
and decency and compassion are contagious. Freedom and openness is how people are
made masters of their country. Specious propaganda would only amount to a stormin a
teacup in a such an environment, as demonstrated by the recent elections in Taiwan.
While China has made great efforts to dissuade voting for a pro-democracy presidential
candidate, the outcome was that democracy won.

A few hours after polling stations closed, the election results were recognized. The
rigorous check of each ballot leaves no room for any candidates to declare the election
stolen.

While a pending transfer of power to the opposition was not the result, if it had been, it
would occur peacefully, as any democracy must. In this election, people have spoken and
chosen democracy and freedom, as well as checks and balances. They want the ruling
party to be more disciplined, a wise choice for a mature democracy. It also shows Taiwan’s
soft power is self-confidence and resilience in the face of foreign enemies.

A vibrant democracy requires an educated citizenry and morally grounded leadership.

Tt et

President Tsai Ing-wen (255%7) has demonstrated her skillful governance with a low-key,
people-friendly, affectionately persuasive leadership style.
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The administration still has made a few missteps that need honest self-reflection. Young
people’s dissatisfaction was aired in this election, a potential crisis for the ruling party. A

populist campaign ran by Ko Wen-je (1 3Z#1) has changed the political landscape so much
so that a third party has critical leverage in the Legislative Yuan.

The art of governance would be even more challenging, but that is how democracy asks
institutions to progress.

Taiwan has implemented a few successful social programs: a national health insurance
program providing an inexpensive and convenient medical service to the public, social
housing has been provided to low-income earners to buy or rent an apartment, a program
providing discounts or even free city transportation for elderly people and house calls to
elderly people.

However, like any capitalist society, the rich have been getting richer, while the poor have
been getting poorer. Statistically, a rich person’s dollar makes a lot more money than a poor
person’s dollar. This monetary inequality is the reason why young people have the most
burden to bear.

Singapore has implemented many successful policies designed by Lee Kuan Yew (Z2Y¢ ),
Singapore’s first prime minister. First, English is emphasized as an official language, so it is
easier for foreign investment to help develop the economy and provide people with jobs.

Second, when young people go to work, the Singaporean government, companies and
individuals jointly provide a down payment to help them buy a house. Owning real estate is
the first step to building wealth, which helps Singapore’s average wealth per capita top
most Asian nations.

Strengthening bilingual education and helping people own their own homes are worthy
policies for the new government to advance. Moreover, it is crucial to listen to citizens’
views and address their concerns with the right policies, especially to improve the
government’s corruption index. Those would be key for the ruling party to retain trust.

In addition, a reminder to our fellow Taiwanese young people is that the key to success is
innovation, as demonstrated by Nvidia chief executive officer Jensen Huang (&{_ ) and

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co (5f&2E) founder Morris Chang (5E£.5K), which
evidently also makes the world a better place. A democratic and free society provides the
right incubator for innovation for people in every walk of life to flourish. We must treasure
and protect our democracy and freedom as if we could lose it at any moment.

James J. Y. Hsu is a retired professor of theoretical physics
This article was originally published in Taipei Times Editorial: https.//www.taipeitimes.com/
News/editorials/archives/2024/02/16/2003813610.
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2024F 389D (2HB7Y) 2PM
Professor Wendy Cheng

Taiwanese American Activism and Surveil lance
on US University Campuses

Location :

San Diego
Taiwan Center
7838 Wilkerson (t. SD, 92111

Professor Cheng will discuss histories of Taiwanese American
activism for democracy and human rights in Taiwan from the
1960s-1980s, including in the Taiwanese community in San
Diego. In particular, she will focus on campus-based activism
and surveillance and how the formation of Taiwanese identity
and consciousness at US universities was influenced by both
the global Cold War and KMT martial law.

Taiwanese American Foundation of San Diego
& Taiwanese American Community Center

Y EnFFeiied oMo

7838 Wilkerson Court, San Diego, CA 92111 (858) 560-8584
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75’,53’ Wilkerson Ct, San Dwga, CA 22111
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Mahjong & Board Game Round 3!

Can we come if we are new to mahjong and
board games? I TTiB ki R S 02t AT LAZ MG

Of course! Everyone is welcome.
R iREA RS B NI FEENL R IE!

3/23/2024 (Sat) 2:30pm-5pm
@ TACC (7838 Wilkerson Ct., San Diego, CA 92111)

Register by 3/22! Event will be in English and Mandarin.
Games and light refreshments provided!

FETE 3/22 HuR ! EENRRIRFERANEE, HMAISERMEARIDIR
PE 5‘1 [=]

Hi3H QR Code HBEEHRE

Bt agdar
Questions? 858.560.8884 | taiwancenter@gmail.com

Eatad)
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San Gabriel
Hilton @

Valley Blvd.

5 - 2024 4 B 27 H ( 2Hi77) TFmzimEa

%5 . San Gabriel Hilton
225 W. Valley Blvd., San Gabriel, CA 91766

Tel: 626-270-2700 Hellman Ave.

"Ny MBN

oAy B [8Q

MEABRE : —§8%5%$120.00 HE%$300.00
EEOEINREZIREEE - Bii%EES 626-215-6481

il 1. PETEFEERER | (EX - URKER  £BAR)
2. R - (TTmEEEn - 2BAR)
» JHEETETRRESEWRITR
» WMRRIE [ ORERIFIE — RERMBREERING  ERPRRER
- BAFSEEEE [EEmMMISEREIFEHREE]] — Morgan Stanley Sean Yu Bf% 58

.FEME | (L e HBREEFT)
« BPEYEIRREENE
 TREEA
- BREEENE — EFAFEISENE « EPETFA OK AIBHINES

. BE
ECRBEIAS A SIITREMEZE EE) (xsshEEn L MEsm)

ik« NBEIEE—T L BEATRESES 125k - WEEERBER—E - NSEPTEER
EBi=m (o= « ICREE - BRI « ITRIRIRM « polo #2 - ICREIRIE - MEAIEE -
NER) - ZEMEFIEPIRG - SEHSETBER - MEBR - TERIL - FBFRBIE -

fEtP /J.h

K£SHS 100 v SINCE 1922

RGP ETEBRERRERERER  ANFERESE
(RIREMENERERIFENBEEE - IBRTYLUER - ZFIAEE KHSAA - Tax ID: 47-1374041)
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228 5RIEBB Anju Madoka

PR 03/09/2024 (% 4 ) 2PM —ERBES

BEL o LR

#.4% . Taiwanese American Activism and LEC 03/,13/2024 (28 =) 2PM
Surveillance on US University Campuses ¥ g‘!" S ’fi "~

# B : Professor Wendy Cheng a N

Professor Cheng will discuss histories of Taiwanese
American activism for democracy and human rights in
Taiwan from the 1960s-1980s, including in the Tai-
wanese community in San Diego. In particular, she will
focus on campus-based activism and surveillance and
how the formation of Taiwanese identity and con-
sciousness at US universities was influenced by both A =t %8> d JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE i 7% > 5
the global Cold War and KMT martial law. Ao EyE

“BIG" BE NS MMBEeKLPBZ Round 3
] [ > S

. s iy, PER : 03/23/2024 (% # - ) 2:30-5PM
E RBERERENE S TN

F03/227% iz aF (G4 49 QR code)

I 2% (AnjuMadoka)- fF 800 < [X 5 JpBLe0p A X 35
Fr o4 (MadokanoKai) j th% = (N 8K A o % 4 i
QREBLEY P AN AT e R A ) F
BB - R R AL % T

MET R L2 I XFEFAELTREP 0403 ZA D
ABHRFELZ P AT A o

P @ 03/09/2024 (%) Fr ¥k 5% = # & vl

IR ERCE S g %?‘%’“Eiﬁﬂﬁ;ﬁv&!

PR . 4-6:30pm 7 Bk A g B TR g o R B R R i
6:30pm  #E AL € " 1 2 %

Tk

IR ot
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(BIG) # - 12023 # tpheind B03 T8 J TR
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TARAPI LW ERFALEDEITTE > P ERES

%

;? )
ERE - B B - R AR ENT BT o
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UCSD Center for Taiwan Studies 3 %

NATFTF | 5% 7 < fa9% S $200 P 4R $200
B $300 A $500
144 $800 LW $1000
BT $1500

~ ¢ H $]02/29/24% 20 (R A LR $2008 12 1)
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-4 QR code e . 3F Z

T 7 B 587 w TACC 7838 Wilkerson Court, San Diego, CA 92111 (TEL) 858-560-8884 (FAX) 858-560-9276 www.taiwancenter.com
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FRI

SAT

Taiko Club (12pm)
1B ZZ{EEEEE (2pm)

KB

FERMELZEER (10m)
TEZELEER (20m)

b

REZES (11am)
LB {228 (3pm)

7

HEEE{RLEER (1:45pm)

8

Taiko Club (12pm)
1B ZZ{EEEEE (2pm)

22845 71)/EE (20m)
"BIG ; ERMARLFHIEED
EHEAEE (4pm)

10
k8

FERMEZEER (10m)
TEZELEER (20m)

REZES (11am)
ZHKIGEEE (20m)

14

HEEE{RLEER (1:45pm)

Taiko Club (12pm)
1B ZZ{EEEEE (2pm)

16

I EL{E#5EE (12:30pm)

17
thaE

19

FERMELZEER (10m)
TEZELEER (20m)

REZ/ES (11am)
L E{B#EE (3om)

HEEE{RLEER (1:45pm)

Taiko Club (12pm)
1B ZZ{EEEEE (2pm)

I E{E#5EE (12:30pm)
Board Game (2:30pm)

24/31

26

27

29

1KEE Y N: EhBEEEER (1pm) RESEE (11am) HESE(EEE4ER (1:45pm) Taiko Club (12pm) FEE{REER (12:30pm)
T JE R EEER (2pm) FEE{RE4ER (3pm) 1E 2B EEER (20m)
*EREEEINE A EEE), 155 ZE www.taiwancenter.com &R,






